
Columbia County 

Board of County Commissioners 

 

Minutes of 

    October 16, 2014 

 

The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in the auditorium of the 

School Board Administrative Complex at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with prayer and the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  

 

Commissioners in Attendance:    Stephen E. Bailey, Rusty DePratter, Scarlet Frisina and 

Chairman Ronald Williams. 

 

Commissioners Absent:  Commissioner Bucky Nash was absent due to a family  

matter needing his attention. 

 

Others in Attendance:   County Manager Dale Williams 

Assistant County Manager Ben Scott (“ACM”) 

Safety Manager David Kraus (“SM”) 

Operations Manager Kevin Kirby (“OM”) 

County Attorney Marlin Feagle (Late) 

Deputy Clerk Sandy A. Markham 

 

Agenda Adoption    

 

 Additions:  Schedule a public hearing relating to the Senior Ad Valorem Exemption. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve the agenda with the addition.  Second by 

Commissioner Bailey.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comment 

 

 Ralph Kitchens read an article posted on the website www.columbiacountyobserver.com 

relating to Suwannee Valley Transportation Authority.  See public comment below. 

 

 James Rountree a resident who lives in the area of CR 252 and Country Club Road 

expressed concern with the lack of drainage maintenance at Clay Hole Creek.  He reminded 

Commissioner Frisina about a large oak tree needing to be removed in the area.  This concern 

was addressed by the Chair at the end of the meeting. 

 

 Donna Fagan, Executive Director of Another Way discussed with the Board that the 

shelter for domestic violence is in the midst of renovation, which has resulted in a temporary 

move for the shelter.  She requested assistance with erecting a fence around a pond at their 

temporary facility for the safety of the children.  The fence may need to be removed when the 

shelter leaves.  The cost to erect the fence is approximately $1,200. 

 

http://www.columbiacountyobserver.com/


 MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to approve a budget amendment in the amount of 

$1,200 from “BCC - Other Charges” in order to cover the cost of erecting the fence at Another 

Way to protect the children from the pond.  Second by Commissioner Frisina.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 Stewart Lilker asked that the agenda discussion item relating to a memorandum of 

understanding (“MOU”) as to the Sheriff’s annual funding be tabled until Commissioner Nash 

has returned.  He offered comment regarding the MOU.   He also asked that Lake Shore Hospital 

Authority Manager Jack Berry be the person appointed to the vacant position on the Florida 

Wellness Board. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

 ACM Scott made a correction to item #4 stating the amount reflected ($5,000) is 

incorrect.  The correct amount is $66,000. 

 

 There was a call for clarification on items #6 and #12.  ACM Scott assisted with 

clarification. 

 

 Motion by Commissioner Frisina to approve.  Second by Commissioner Bailey.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

(1) Operations Department – Water Treatment Renewal – Premier & Energy  Technology, 

Inc. - $6,972.00 annual 

 

(2) Operations Department – Johnson Controls Renewal Contract - $48,919.85  annual 

 

(3) BCC Administration – Agreement – Adopt-A-Shore & Current Problems,  Inc. /Columbia 

County Board of County Commissioners - $10,000.00 

 

(4) BCC Administration – Agreement – USDA/APHIS for Wildlife  Services/Columbia 

County Board of County Commissioners – No Changes  to Contract - $5,000.00 

 

(5) BCC Administration – Agreement – Advertising Contract-Compass Media, 

 Inc./Columbia County Board of County Commissioners - $8,001.00 annual 

 

(6) BCC Administration – Memorandum of Understanding – Florida Gateway 

 College/Columbia County Board of County Commissioners – Prepare Grant 

 Application on Behalf of County – Modular Multi-Story Burn Prop for 

Firefighter Training - $400,000.00 

 

(7) Operations Department – Requesting Approval to Enter Private Property – 1151 NW 

Scenic Lake Drive – Drainage Restoration and Maintenance  

 

(8) External Budget Amendment – Public Library – BA # 15-03 – Accept  Donation to 

Purchase Two Vehicles - $ 41,292.00 



(9) Operations Department – Declaration of Surplus – County ID # 12415, Zero 

 Turn Mower – County ID # 12433, Zero Turn Mower – Frames Will Be Sold at 

 Auction 

 

(10) Human Resource – Requesting Approval to Revised Personnel Policies and 

 Procedures Manual – Alternate Day in Observance of Christmas Eve,  

 Depending Upon the Day Christmas Eve Falls 

 

(11) BCC Administration – Proclamation No. 2014P-8 – Declaring the Month of 

 November as “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month” in Columbia County 

 

(12) BCC Administration – Resolution No. 2014R-35 – Change BCC Board  Meeting from 

November 6, 2014 to November 5, 2014 @4:00 P.M. 

 

(13) Utility Permit – AT&T SE Florida – County Road 240 

 

(14) BCC Administration – Letter of Resignation - Sue Fraze – Well Florida Board Member  

 

(15) BCC Administration – Requesting Approval – Xerox Color Copier Lease - 

 $208.05 monthly – 48 month lease 

 

(16) Minute Approval – Board of County Commissioners – Regular Meeting –  October 2, 

2014 

 

(17) Minute Approval – Board of County Commissioners – Regular Meeting –  September 4, 

2014  

 

(18) Minute Approval – Board of County Commissioners – Regular Meeting – 

 September 15, 2014 

 

Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”)  

 

 The MOU relating to annual funding of the Sheriff’s budget was discussed at length.  The 

MOU is not the final agreement, but is a starting point.  This document continues to be a work in 

progress with the goal of developing a percentage based budget for the Sheriff’s Office.   

 

 Sheriff Hunter agreed the percentage based budget agreement is a work in progress.  He 

said the MOU simply memorializes the efforts that have been made to date, and the direction 

being taken as it relates to a percentage based budget for the Sheriff’s Office. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Board of County Commissioners and the Columbia County Sheriff’s Office.  

Second by Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 



Waste Pro Reimbursement Agreement  

 

 November 2013, the County increased the tippage fees at the landfill.  Waste Pro had 

already negotiated a contract with the City of Lake City based on the County’s tippage fees prior 

to the increase.  Waste Pro requested the County hold the fees paid by Waste Pro until they could 

renegotiate their contract with the City.  In return, they agreed to continue taking the City’s waste 

to the County’s landfill.  See the minutes of January 02, 2014.  The revenue collected and held in 

the last fiscal year relating to Waste Pro’s request totaled $127,581.  For simplicity, staff 

recommended the Board reimburse this money instead of giving a credit. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve staff’s recommendation to approve the 

reimbursement payment to Waste Pro in the amount of $127,581.  Second by Commissioner 

DePratter.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Vacant Position of Tourist Development Director 

 

The first person selected to fill the position required a salary and benefits beyond the 

amount budgeted for the position.  The Tourist Development Board recommended making an 

offer to the second chosen candidate, Ms. Paula Vann.  Staff recommended making Ms. Vann an 

offer.    

 

MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to ratify the TDC’s recommendation.  Second by 

Commissioner DePratter.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 Additional Senior Exemption   

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to schedule a public hearing for November 05, 2014.  

Second by Commissioner DePratter.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 Clay Hole Creek Drainage    

 

 Chairman Williams assured Mr. James Rountree that the Board has an understanding of 

his concerns relating to Clay Hole Creek, and after the extraordinary 2004 hurricane season the 

Board of County Commissioners and Suwannee River Water Management recognized the issues 

within all of the local basins needing attention.   

 

The Chairman explained that according to engineering plans, it would take approximately 

$4,000,000 to correct the issues with the Clay Hole Creek basin alone. An agreement was put 

into place between Suwannee River Water Management and Columbia County where each 

would put into a mitigation account $1,000,000 per year for five years to correct the issues with 

local basins.  Due to the economic downturn, SRWMD advised that they would not be able to 

commit to the $1,000,000 per year contribution.  The $3,000,000 in deposits made by Columbia 

County were left in the “Stormwater Mitigation Fund.”  No contributions made by SRWMD 

were ever transferred to Columbia County. 

 



 The Chairman said that the County, along with SRWMD, City of Lake City and the 

Department of Transportation must come together and make a plan for cleaning out the 

problematic basins so that stormwater is able to flow freely.   

 

 CM Williams said it is true that the County does not have the funds to implement the 

engineering plan that was originally devised for the basins.  The next phase that staff will likely 

recommend, depending on costs, for Clay Hole Creek will be to have the discharge removed 

from the point of the Creek and Country Club Road and into Alligator Lake.  The idea is to 

convert all of the pumped water directly into the lake, and control the lake water levels with a 

weir that would be installed under CR 252.  The engineering work will be done in approximately 

sixty (60) days, but the time-frame for the funding such a project will depend directly on the 

cost. 

 

 Commissioner Frisina voiced the County needs to take a look at the tree Mr. Rountree 

mentioned. 

 

 Public Input    

 

 Ralph Kitchens shared his “Letter to the Editor,” in response to the article he read at the 

onset of the meeting relating to Suwannee Valley Transportation Authority (“SVTA”).   

 

Chairman Williams informed Mr. Kitchens that his letter was offensive and attacked 

SVTA employee Teresa Fortner.  For this reason, the Chair said that he will ask that Mr. 

Kitchens be removed from the Transportation Disadvantaged Board.  Mr. Kitchens said that he 

completely disagreed with the Chairs understanding and opinion of his letter. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:     __________________________________ 

      Ronald Williams, Chairman 

      Board of County Commissioners 

______________________________ 

P. DeWitt Cason 

Clerk of Circuit Courts 


